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(PRIVATE 
Webcast Taping 5/10/10 @ 12 p.m.)
Supporting PRIVATE 
National Alcohol & Drug Addiction Recovery Month

Webcast Topic: 

Recovery and the Media: Addiction in Entertainment and the News
Host: 

Ivette Torres, Associate Director for Consumer Affairs, Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT), Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)

Invited Panelists: 
Mark Weber, Director of Communications, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services; Ron Tannebaum, President, In The Rooms; W. Douglas Evans, Ph.D., Professor and Director, Public Health Communication and Marketing Program, George Washington University; Sandra de Castro Buffington, Director, Hollywood, Health & Society, USC Annenberg Norman Lear Center  
Program Abstract: 
Popular media influences public attitudes and opinions concerning addiction, treatment, and recovery issues. Whether in entertainment, news reports, or articles about a celebrity’s drug and/or alcohol use and their need for rehab; movies and or television shows portraying  addiction, treatment, and recovery in the story lines, addiction is everywhere in our media. This episode will examine how addiction, treatment, and recovery have been portrayed historically and where we are today. This show will look at the importance of the media in portraying factual information and depiction of addiction, treatment, and recovery issues and the negative effects of publishing/airing stories and shows that glamorize use, promote inaccurate and discriminatory public attitudes, and discourage individuals to seek help.  

Key Questions: 

· What role do various forms of media play in affecting opinions and public understanding?

· How are substance use and mental health disorders, treatment, and recovery often portrayed or presented in various types of media?

· How can information about addiction and recovery be used in the media in both positive and negative ways?

· How successful have these media outlets been in portraying addiction and recovery accurately and fairly?

· How has the Internet contributed to substance abuse prevention and treatment in the United States in both positive and negative aspects? 

· What are some of the positive messages surrounding recovery that can be shared via the media?

· Why should the entertainment industry care if it presents treatment and recovery accurately?
· What do various media outlets need to understand about co-occurring disorders?
· What is media literacy? 
PRIVATE 


PRIVATE 
Taping Location:

ICF Macro (SCMD Division) Studio

11420 Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD 20852

Contact Jessica Fonoroff, 1 (800) 694–4747, ext 4936
Panelists should be at the studio at 12pm for pretaping instructions, sound checks, and staging. 
Webcast Date: July 7, 2010 (1 hour)
Event to be archived online at http://www.recoverymonth.gov

